
PRE PLACEMENT
 

Objective:
 
To make sure the chicks get a good start by setting up the brooding area correctly prior to chicks’ 
arrival
 

Key Points:
 
• 	Pre-heat the house and stabilize temperature and humidity at least 24 hours prior to bird  
	 arrival; Whole House - target litter temperature is 29°C and air temperature is 30-30.5°C   
	 at 60-70% RH; Spot Brooding - target air temperature 32°C  at 60-70% RH.

• 	Calculate the correct stocking density to ensure the right number of birds per brooding  
	 ring or per house.

• 	Make sure chicks have easy access to water and feed in the brooding area.  
	 Chicks should not have to move more than one meter to reach food or water

• 	Ensure the ratio of drinkers and feeders per bird is correct in each brooding  
	 ring or brooding area.

• 	Cover the no less than 90% of the brooding area with paper and regularly activate  
	 chicks by adding feed on the paper during the first 48 hours.

• 	Paper should not be placed directly under nipple lines

• 	Good air exchange is necessary to allow fresh air movement in the brooding ring but avoids 	
	 drafts. Air speed at the floor should be less than 0.15m/second.

• 	Check crop fill to determine if birds are eating properly. Percentage of crop fill is a good 
	 indication of brooding success.

• 	Observation and understanding of the birds’ behavior are essential for making adjustments 		
	 when necessary. Chick behavior will be affected by temperatures that are too cold, too hot or by 	
	 drafts. This can cause a reduction in feed intake and growth. Observe bird behavior - if they 		
	 are comfortable and active, the chicks are getting a good start and will perform to their potential.
 
 
Table 1: Principles of how optimum dry bulb temperatures for broilers may change at varying 
relative humidity.  Dry bulb temperatures at the optimum RH are colored red.


